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( fallen' jiva, which has preferred the natural to the
divine, that is ever subject to the moral law of Karma ;

God Himself, and those perfect beings (the ( Nityas Q
who never forsake Him for a moment, are ever
eternally free. The bound soul can regain its freedom
therefore by resuming its rightful place as a ( citizen ' of
Heaven, as an eternal servant of the Universal Lord.

Karma *' is the result of the conscious action of
Jivatman (the soul-self) whether good or bad. Good
karma is that which results in pleasing, and bad karma
is that which results in displeasing Is'wara" (B. 41).
The former results in happiness, to be enjoyed both in
this lower world and in the ( summerland ' of Swarga;

the latter results in pain, to be reaped both in this world
and in the miserable state of Hell. Both Swarga and
Hell are denned as t( a state in a certain locality ", where
the soul functions in a subtle body suited to his condi-
tion. As Mallick tells us, our experiences in the physi-
cal body and environment vary with our past acts,
while our spiritual experiences independent of the
physical body vary with the nature of our devotional
experiences; ecstasy and samadhi are the fruit of
faith and love and strenuous yearning for the Lord.

Now the law of Karma acts only in this phenomenal
creation, and not within the Self; it comes into play
when the self by its own choice degrades itself into a
creature of this world, and it is overcome when the self
affirms and establishes its freedom as a divine being
manifesting only the perfect free Will of God. At no
time can Karma compel the choice of the individual self,